FIRE-FESTIVALS-IN OTHER LANDS

CHAP.

The fire-
walk in
antiquity,

wood, to which most persons contributed a faggot. Having
danced about it during the day, they set fire to it at night-
fall, and when the flames had died down, they spread out
the red embers and walked or ran barefoot over them, some
of 'them escaping unsmirched by the flames, but others
burning themselves more or less severely. In this way they
hoped to conjure away the evils that threatened them, and
to undo the sinister omens of the year.1

Similar rites were performed at more than one place
in classical antiquity. At Castabala, in Cappadocia, the
atcasta- priestesses of an Asiatic goddess, whom the Greeks called
Cappa- Artemis Perasia, used to walk barefoot through a furnace of
dodaand hot charcoal and take no harm.2 Again, at the foot of
Somcte1* Mount Soracte, in Italy, there was a sanctuary of a goddess
near Rome. Feronia, where once a year the men of certain families
walked barefoot, but unscathed, over the glowing embers
and ashes of a great fire of pinewood in presence of a vast
multitude, who had assembled from all the country round
about to pay their devotions to the deity or to ply their
business at the fair. The families from whom the performers
of the rite were drawn went by the name of Hirpi Sorani,
or " Soranian Wolves " ; and in consideration of the services
which they rendered the state by walking through the fire,
they were exempted, by a special decree of the senate, from
military service and all public burdens. In the discharge of
their sacred function, if we can trust the testimony of Strabo,
they were believed to be inspired by the goddess Feronia.
The ceremony certainly took place in her sanctuary, which
was held in the highest reverence alike by Latins and Sabines;
but according to Virgil and Pliny the rite was performed
in honour of the god of the mountain, whom they call by
the Greek name of Apollo, but whose real name appears
to have been Soranus.3 If Soranus was a sun-god, as his

1  Diego   de   Landa,  Relation   des
choses de Yucatan (Paris,  1864),  pp.
231, 233.

2  Strabo, xii. 2. 7, p, 537.    Com-
pare Adonis^  Attis>   Osiris,   Second
Edition, pp. 89, 134 sqq.

3  Pliny, Nat. Hist. vji.  19; Virgil,
Am, xi. 784 sqq. with the comment
of Servius; Strabo, v. 2. 9, p. 226;

Dionysius Halicarnasensis, Antiquit*
Rom. iii. 32. From a reference to the
custom in Silius Italicus (v. 175 sqq.}
it seems that the men passed thrice
through the furnace holding the en-
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